Joel Hilchey – Biographies – various lengths:

These bios are suitable for publishing in programs, press releases, or general publicity.

For a Stage Introduction, please download the specific file you need from 

www.joelhilchey.com/for-meeting--event-planners.html
1 Sentence:

For professionals:

Joel Hilchey teaches at McMaster University, and he speaks and writes about leadership, success, and what holds people back.  www.joelhilchey.com 
Or, if you prefer, and especially for education:

Leadership expert Joel Hilchey is an educator and speaker who helps students and teachers build creative, caring, successful communities.  www.joelhilchey.com
2 Sentences:

Joel Hilchey teaches sustainability at McMaster University, and he speaks at events across North America about leadership, success, and what holds people back.  You’ll probably remember him as the speaker who plays with mousetraps, but his real skill is helping people change the world.  www.joelhilchey.com 
Program Length Bio (160 words):
Joel Hilchey wants to change how people think about success, because too many people spend their time doing stuff they don’t really care about.

Joel thinks a lot about success, and he’s proud to be a true renaissance man. He studied environmental engineering, teaches sustainability at McMaster University, writes about leadership, and is often remembered as the speaker at conferences who juggles mousetraps. Mostly though, he tries to be a good dad, husband, and friend, so he only really works part-time.

Joel has two books - one that’s illustrated, and another one about becoming fearlessly creative. He founded a youth engagement initiative called The Beanstalk Project, is chair of the board of the world-renowned Hamilton Children’s Choir, and sang for 10 years in (arguably) Canada’s best barbershop quartet. He recently started taking circus classes, and he also loves to travel, cook, do yoga, and taste exotic foods, but that stuff is just for fun.

You can learn more at www.joelhilchey.com.

Bio Specifically for Arts Organizations:  (108 words)

Joel Hilchey is a true renaissance man.  He earned a Masters in environmental engineering, and now teaches sustainability at McMaster University.  Joel founded a youth engagement initiative called The Beanstalk Project, and he speaks at schools and conferences across North America, using juggling, magic, and mousetraps as metaphors for leadership.
Joel is chair of the board of the internationally-renowned Hamilton Children’s Choir. He’s an author too - Joel’s illustrated book “The Time to Climb” has been a hit, and a new book on teaching creativity is in the works.  He also loves to travel, cook, do yoga, and taste exotic foods, but that stuff is just for fun.
Full Bio for General Interest. Note - This is the version on Joel’s Website (it’s too long for a program or stage introduction – don’t use this one for those reasons.)
Joel Hilchey wants to change how people think about success, because too many people spend their time doing stuff they don’t really care about.

Joel thinks a lot about success, and he’s proud to be a true renaissance man. He studied environmental engineering, teaches sustainability at McMaster University, writes about leadership, and is often remembered as the speaker at conferences who juggles mousetraps. Mostly though, he tries to be a good dad, husband, and friend, so he only really works part-time.

He has two books - one that’s illustrated, and another one about becoming fearlessly creative. He founded a youth engagement initiative called The Beanstalk Project, is chair of the board of the world-renowned Hamilton Children’s Choir, and sang for 10 years in (arguably) Canada’s best barbershop quartet. He recently started taking circus classes, and he also loves to travel, cook, do yoga, and taste exotic foods, but that stuff is just for fun.
 
If you still want to know more, Joel’s very honoured. Here are some extra details.

At McMaster, Joel runs the final year engineering course "Sustainability and Ethics in Engineering".  After totally redesigning and delivering the course with great acclaim, he was also selected to help develop an innovative new course called "The McMaster Sustainable Future Project", which was based on experiential education and project-based learning.  

Joel is the author of a children's book - The Time to Climb, two e-books on leadership and success, and co-developed an app called Creative Start to help teachers teach creativity in the classroom.  He is also the co-author of Refocus - A Practical Guidebook for Building a Sustainability Program that's Important to the CEO. His most recent book is called Brainsprouting – How to Become Fearlessly Creative & Have Better Ideas More Often, and it is co-authored with Brandon Love.

The Beanstalk Project (www.thebeanstalkproject.org) is a youth engagement initiative to develop youth leadership, promote global citizenship, and create positive social change. Born out of six, national “unconference” events, the Beanstalk Project provides training workshops across North America, where students learn social entrepreneurship skills, connect with mentors, and jump-start their own exciting community projects. The Beanstalk Project is also proud to provide training for Ontario’s Specialist High Skills Major program. 

Joel graduated from McMaster University, in Ontario, Canada in 2006 with a degree in Engineering Physics, minoring in business. In 2008, he completed his Master’s degree in Environmental Engineering at the University of Toronto, where he focused on the intersection and connection of technology, society, and the environment.  Specifically, he studied sustainable technologies, policy and decision-making processes, and the elements of sustainable cities and communities.  His education gives him a unique mix of technical savvy, social awareness, and practical business acumen.

Having spent his university years as a residence community advisor and leadership developer with ropes courses and ground initiatives, he is well-trained in experiential education and is a skilled and experienced facilitator for corporate groups, non-profits, educational staff, and sports teams.  His keynotes & workshops have helped schools with leadership development, bullying prevention, student engagement, high school transition programs, environmental conferences, and much more.  From 2006 to 2011, Joel was active as the Eastern Canada Presenter for School Specialty & Premier School Agendas, and in that capacity, he is a certified presenter for Covey’s “7 Habits of Highly Effective People/Teens.”
 
Joel is a proud member of the Canadian Association of Professional Speakers and its international umbrella organization, the Global Speakers Federation. In 2017, he earned his CSP™ (Certified Speaking Professional) designation – the speaking profession’s international measure of speaking experience and skill. The CSP™ designation indicates a proven track record of continuing speaking experience and expertise, as well as a commitment to ongoing education, outstanding client service, and ethical behavior.
   
A supporter of Engineers Without Borders, Joel says he has been fortunate to spend time with many amazing people who have helped inspire and shape his beliefs regarding the value of service learning, the importance of human development both locally and overseas, and the amazing power of human passion.

A man of many talents, Joel is an amateur actor, singer, juggler and magician. As a barbershop quartet singer, he is a three-time Ontario District Champion, and he won an International gold medal as a member of the Toronto Northern Lights in the Barbershop Harmony Society's Chorus Contest in 2013. 


Joel married his wonderful wife, Kathleen Wright (who happens to be an amazing high school teacher and anti-bullying expert), in 2014, and they live with their son in Hamilton, Ontario.
